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Scott M. Motheson. Governor
Temple A. Reynolds. Executive Director
Dr. G. A. (Jim) Shirozi, Division Director

4241 Stote Office Building . Solt Loke City, UT 84114 . 801-533-5771

December 9, 1983

lfr. Joe Zalkirrd
C,olorado lffured Land Beclanation Division
423 centenial hdtdi:ng
1313 Sheiman
Demrer, Colorado 80203

BE: Reclqnrntion gld Regulatory
CmU.ence Issues
IJnion Carbide Coqporaticn

ast/037 /026
ACr/$7 /M3

San Jr:an County, Utalr

Desr t'fr. Zalkind:

Tn otr cornrersation of November 23, 1983 you requested a writtert
sr-"rrnarization of the Divisionts recerrt concerns nnd actions on Union Cantiders
rsanium operations aE the Der:emo Mine. Ttrat infomation is stt'rrnarized beIosl.

The Utah Divi.sion of Oi1, e,as and Mining is ctrrrently rcr'king w'ith lJnion
Carbide Corporation in order to ccnrylete regulatory requireCIenEs for the
Der.w Mine in accordance witkr objectives of the 1975 Utalr Mined I€rd
3.q1n'nagion Act. The Dereroo Mine, located on the Utah - Colorado border in
Sections 2, L0, 11, 14, 15 of 1335; R26E. Becar.rse of the corulrrl Uounaary
location, the Division is anxious to infor:nn and worlc with the Colorado I'{ined
Iand B.eclanation Division concernirg this project.

Dring inspections of llnion CarAiders Mines in tftah, marry discrepancies,
inconsistencies and iladeqr.raci-es benseen plans and actual conditlons were
discovered. Requests for new and accLrate Inaps of existi-ng distr.n$ances
brangtn to ligbt" substant{nl r:nreporfed asreage insreases, wlr-i1e origlnal

on equot opportuniiy employ€r' pleose reeYcle poper
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h. Joe Zalkird
Dere lflne
Decerober 9, 1983

sonntifr€'qts in the njnlng arxl reclernetion plans were sttll not lnT'le'rpnted
(e.g. test plots on lraste r.ock piles and drainage malntenance). Bond
estLnates r^rere also outdated.

Dtrtng April, 1983 the State Health Depar.tnent becs'ne irrvohrcd'.r:ith the
ccrryasy r.frteo rad:i@tric effluent fnon sedirentatlon ponds o(ceeded llnltation
stsndards. Inspections also rerzealed inadeq-rate sedlsent pond designs. Ttrese
problem,q are still unresol.\/ed.

An inspeetion nade on l\by 25, 1983 cqleted the Dlvisionts tor-r of all
Ih:ion Carbide nines in Utah, includtng the Derao Mine. A copy of tlre
Divisionrs June 14, 1983 letter to ltnicrn Cartide addressing Gst:es dfucr:ssed
at rhc mine sites was sent to your office i-n c€re of lfi.ke Stanton (ccpy
enclosed). The ite'ns discrrssed at the Dererno Mine center€d on ar€as directly
in, or affecting Utah.md llttle atterrtion roas glrrcn to sectlcnrs of ttle ro{nir€
operation trittlin Colorado. A response frcn Ihion Ca$ide fuiled to resolve
the proble''s, and an additional letter \.ras sent by tbe Dfdsfun on October 31,
1983 (copy enclosed).

Union Carbide, despite personnel dianges, has completed ap'prorinately
tl,io-thirds of the reqr:irents established during the Dlwision's rerrie*s of all
of its o'peratioru irr Utah, largely dr"re to the efforts of Kent Dahlquist.
Ibriever, narry issr.es renain r:nresolved, including: water contairmrt proble"ns
Oord sizing, design adequacy and discharges) , inroediate cleen up of sedi$ent
witb potenti-ally hi$ radimtric vah:es fron o1d ponds, €nd recl-mation bond
revisions. The ccryany has recently notifi,ed or.r office of an inpending total
suspension of nining operations for trp to one year and ther:e tra.s been no
ccrnnit-nrent to resolrre the ed-sting problerns prior to this teryorary
cessation. lE additional ilterest is sLrown at tLris t{'ne by Colorado, ttre
tro-state ap'proadr ni$ht elicit a Eorre speciJic effo* by the ccapafiy to bring
its operations into errrriror ntal ccryli.ance.

tE you need additional information, please contact roe.

TETTING
GEC[."GIST

Brr/jvb

Enclosures

cc3^ Di.qrlrre l.li.elsen, DG{
Ron Dml.els, DG{

- J{n Stnittr, Ds}{ ,,.

, Ste\re.Mctieal, Stata rcafUr Dept.

Sincerely,


